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and by his frank participation in their sports, recommended him-
self much to all the party, and particularly to the ladies; and
thus, amid joking, singing, kissing, and railleries of all sorts, the
hours passed away in the most pleasant manner.

CHAPTER X.

WHEN our friends began to think of going home, they looked
about them for their clergyman; but he had vanished, and was
nowhere to be found.

"It is not polite in the man, who otherwise displayed good
breeding," said Madam Melina, "to desert a company that wel-
comed him so kindly, without taking leave."

"I have all the time been thinking," said Laertes, "where
I can have seen this singular man before. I fully intended to
ask him about it at parting,"                                              *

" I too had the same feeling," said Wilhelm, " and certainly
I should not have let him go, till he had told us something more
about his circumstances. I am much mistaken if I have not ere
now spoken with him somewhere."

" And you may in truth," said Philina, " be mistaken there.
This person seems to have the air of an acquaintance, because he
looks like a man, and not like Jack or Kit."

" What is this ?" said Laertes. "Do not we too look like
men?"

" I know what I am saying," cried Philina; " and if you can-
not understand me, never mind. In the end my words will be
found to require no commentary."

Two coaches now drove up. All praised the attention of
Laertes, who had ordered them. Philina, with Madam Melina,
took her place opposite to Wilhelm; the rest bestowed themselves
as they best could. Laertes rode back on Wilhelm's horse, which
had likewise been brought out.

Philina was scarcely seated in the coach, when she began to
sing some pretty songs, and gradually led the conversation to some
stories, which she said might be successfully treated in the form
of dramas. By this cunning turn she very soon put her young
friend into his finest humour: from the wealth of his living ima-
ginative store, he forthwith constructed a complete play, with all
its acts, scenes, characters and plots. It was thought proper to